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OPINIONS

I n remarkable speeches this week, two members
of what skeptics like to call the “Republican es-
tablishment” took on President Donald Trump

and his brand of nationalist populism. Neither man
mentioned the president by name, but their criti-
cisms were unmistakable. 

Speaking in Philadelphia, where he received a Lib-
erty Medal from the National Constitution Center, Sen.
John McCain said of the current president’s policies,
“To abandon the ideals we have advanced around the
globe, to refuse the obligations of international leader-
ship and our duty to remain ‘the last best hope of
earth’ for the sake of some half-baked, spurious na-
tionalism cooked up by people who would rather find
scapegoats than solve problems is as unpatriotic as an
attachment to any other tired dogma of the past that
Americans consigned to the ash heap of history.”

Former President George W. Bush, speaking on
Thursday, followed suit: “Our politics seems more
vulnerable to conspiracy theories and outright fab-
rication,” he warned. “We’ve seen our discourse
degraded by casual cruelty. ... We’ve seen national-
ism distorted into nativism — forgotten the dyna-
mism that immigration has always brought to Amer-
ica.” Bush has been reluctant to take center stage
since leaving office more than eight years ago, with-
holding criticism from his Democratic successor,
President Barack Obama, even when the latter did
not return the favor by calling out the Bush admini-
stration in his first inaugural address for “greed and
irresponsibility.” But apparently, Bush felt com-
pelled to say something now, perhaps because he
sees President Trump as destroying the Republican
Party, as well as harming the country.

Trump is an expert at branding; it is the thing he did
best as a private businessman. He made his millions
mostly by selling his eponymous brand, putting his
name on garish casinos, gilded condominium buildings
and lush golf courses around the world. The brand
stood for glitz and glamour, a reflection of Trump’s
outsize persona, not necessarily good taste or high
quality. Trump has now branded the Republican Party
— and a lot of men and women who have spent their
lives building and supporting the GOP, including
McCain and Bush, don’t like the Trump makeover. To
dismiss their criticisms as the establishment’s trying
to hold on to power misses the point.

Political parties change. The Democratic Party of
John F. Kennedy in 1960 was not the same party as it
had become by 1972, when George McGovern won
its presidential nomination. The former supported
tax cuts and opposed communism; the latter be-
lieved that the communist threat was overblown and
that government should redistribute wealth by tax-
ing and spending more. Nor is the Republican Party
of Ronald Reagan the party of Donald Trump. Their
styles couldn’t be more different, but more impor-
tantly, Reagan promoted the very principles and
ideals McCain and Bush spoke of.

I cannot imagine President Reagan demonizing
immigrants and threatening to build a wall or putting
family members in choice West Wing space and as-
signing them portfolios for which they had no experi-
ence or expertise as Trump has. During my tenure in
the Reagan West Wing, I once locked horns on policy
with President Reagan’s daughter Maureen, who held
no formal position and whose views were very differ-
ent from her father’s. Maureen called and yelled a lot,
but the White House came down on my side, opposing
a resolution that favored comparable worth at an inter-
national women’s conference in Kenya. Reagan’s polit-
ical loyalty was to ideas, no matter how much he loved
family members.

And Reagan’s ideas were a far cry from Trump’s.
The GOP of Donald Trump will be forever branded
as nativist and protectionist, like some gated com-
munity more interested in excluding than expand-
ing. If “establishment” means being respectful, be-
having with decorum, honoring tradition and up-
holding principle, count me alongside President
Bush and Sen. McCain, and I suspect a lot more Rea-
gan Republicans feel the same. What will emerge
from the Republican Party after Trump is unpredict-
able. But such voices as those of Bush, McCain and
others — notably Sens. Bob Corker, Ben Sasse and
Jeff Flake — don’t represent the past so much as
they do the future if the GOP is to survive.

Linda Chavez is the author of “An Unlikely Conservative:
The Transformation of an Ex-Liberal.” To find out more about
Linda Chavez, visit the Creators Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.
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Hood had it wrong on health care 
Conservative columnist John Hood recently

wrote that “Medical care is much better and more
available than it used to be.” I ask, “For whom?”

According to Commonwealth Fund research, the
United States spends twice as much per capita on
health care compared with other industrialized
countries. Yet our health outcomes are worse in life
expectancy, infant mortality, and prevalence of
chronic conditions.

Studies repeatedly demonstrate that the unin-
sured are less likely to receive preventive care and
services for major health conditions and long-term
diseases. Clearly we would be served better by uni-
versal, comprehensive health care.

For now in North Carolina, which did not expand
Medicaid coverage, many remain ineligible for fi-
nancial assistance. Others don’t realize they can get
help via the Affordable Care Act.

Recently the Trump administration cut publicity
for ACA, reduced the annual enrollment period from
3 months to 6 weeks, and eliminated Sunday online
registration.

All this makes me want to shout, “This is not how
I was raised!” 

Open enrollment for ACA (“Obamacare”) insur-
ance starts Nov. 1. People have to select and enroll in
a plan by Dec. 15, not Jan. 31 as before. Information
is available for free, in-person appointments via
Pisgah Legal Services.

Frank Fox, Asheville

We are failing Puerto Ricans 
Three weeks after Hurricane Maria made land-

fall in Puerto Rico, the death toll is three times what
it was when President Trump visited the island. A
bacterial infection caused when humans drink water
contaminated by animal waste is beginning to kill
island residents. Unfortunately, at the time I’m writ-
ing this letter, 40 percent of Puerto Ricans still have
no access to clean drinking water. They either drink
from streams, rivers and springs that may contain
bacteria or they will die of thirst.

Recently the chief medical officer of one of the
Disaster Medical Assistance Teams deployed to
Puerto Rico, a doctor who has served in disaster
zones all over the world for 20 years, quit in protest
saying that she has never seen a worse case of mis-
management by the federal government. 

Knowing that 85 percent of islanders have no
power and 60 percent have no cell service, FEMA
continues to post flyers instructing residents to
apply online or by phone for assistance. The agen-
cy is telling mayors, who lack access to trucks or
gasoline, that they are responsible for getting
supplies to their constituents. Someone with the
authority to suspend normal procedures must be
put in charge. This constitutes gross governmental
neglect!

Phebe Watson, Asheville

Short term rentals should be priority 
I am glad to read news reported in the Citizen-

Times that our City Council is taking a hard look
at its policies for whole house short term vaca-
tion rentals.

As a year-round resident of Asheville almost 15
years, and now raising my family here, I am a pro-
ponent of balancing the important tourism economy
with the qualities of Asheville for full-time resi-
dents that make it special, and that all of us desire
to make even better. And I am frustrated that I have
hard-working friends that ca not find an affordable
place to live in the city anymore. I support the
Council looking at how city policies and zoning that
allow whole house short-term vacation rentals may
compete with the needs of residents for available
and affordable housing, sustainable commuting,
livability, youth safety and neighborhoods where
people know each other and look out for each other.
It seems reasonable this could include a regulated
system for homeowners to rent a room or ADU to
help pay the mortgage. Situations change, and now
the reality is that current market conditions and the
desirability of West Asheville and the River Arts
District is why investors already have plans to build
multi-unit short term vacation rental buildings on
land is arguably part of a residential neighborhood
and that could otherwise be developed for multi-use
purposes including workplaces and year-round resi-
dent housing.

After the area experiences the current boom, we
won’t get this chance again to set the right path to-
wards a proper balance. 

Joshua Martin, Asheville

Wisler deserves another term 
I have known Gwen Wisler for more than 10 years.

She came to Asheville after being CEO of Coleman
(yes, the camping company) and other companies.
She currently offers consulting services to small
businesses and her clients pay for the services by
donating time to a local nonprofit. We need Gwen’s
business background and her ability to tackle the big
financial issues in Asheville. She has been a good
leader on our Council for 3 1/2 years. Council itself
voted her vice mayor which shows their respect for
her. She deserves another term. Please join me in
supporting her.

Hal Starnes, Asheville
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