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OPINIONS

Gwen Wisler a leader and a partner

Our city is struggling and for that reason it mat-
ters very much to me that we re-elect Gwen Wisler.
Though I serve as a county commissioner and Gwen
serves on Asheville City Council, we have worked
together and we have shared values. Gwen has espe-
cially been a leader and also my partner on advancing
equity and being a government watchdog.

Gwen shares my dismay over the inequity in our
town, inequity that’s visible in everything from educa-
tion to housing and jobs to policing. True to form,
Gwen has applied her skills and passion to the issues.
She was instrumental in establishing the community
committee that is focused on these issues. Gwen
works for real change. She walks the talk.

Being a retired banker myself, I can tell you that
there is untold value in Gwen’s experience as an ac-
countant and retired chief financial officer and chief
executive officer. Her attention to detail shows. I
know firsthand that Gwen listens, brings people to-
gether, and follows the money.

Gwen has been pushing for equity and for trans-
parency before those words became catchphrases on
the campaign trail. Gwen applies her skills and pas-
sion to every issue. Please join me in voting for Gwen.

Al Whitesides, Asheville

Media misses the story again

As usual, the media drops the real story in order to
promote partisan views. The issue is the Ensuring
Patient Access and Effective Drug Enforcement Act
of 2016. Tom Marino is nominated to be the next drug
czar and the media is focused on his sponsoring of the
above act. 

What the media missed is that my understanding is
most representatives interviewed said they didn’t
know what was in the bill. No matter how simple or
complex our Congress votes without knowing what is
in the bill. Let’s not forget that this Bill was passed
unanimously by the House and Senate and signed by
President Obama. Now Marino is the “whipping boy”
for them all. 

Yes, they still eat their own no matter the party.
CBS and the Washington Post need to explain the
focus of this story being on just one member of Con-
gress. I believe all members of Congress and Presi-
dent Obama are culpable, and let’s just add the media
as well.

Andrew Davis, Fletcher

Address climate before it hits home

I appreciate the article describing how Repub-
licans in Texas are coming to terms with the impact of
climate-induced Hurricane Harvey (‘Like a wound
that needs to be healed’, October 17). But the story’s
larger than Texas. Just this past week, my sister in
northern California evacuated her home as fires
raged in Mendocino County and a town my wife and I
recently visited in Portugal was ravaged by flames.
It’s just a question of time before the beautiful West-
ern North Carolina forests are threatened by climate
generated drought, flood or flame.

Fortunately, in Washington, D.C. there is now space
within the GOP caucus for constructive collaboration
on this looming threat. In the House, the Bipartisan
Climate Solutions Caucus now has 60 members – 30
Republicans and 30 Democrats. Unfortunately, North
Carolina is not represented in this important group. I
certainly hope Asheville’s representatives, Patrick
McHenry and Mark Meadows, will join their col-
leagues to work on the growing risk of climate
change.

In November, I will join other Citizens’ Climate
Lobby volunteers in Washington to ask for their sup-
port on this issue. But the more folks they hear from,
the more likely they are to act. Let’s hope they do
before our community and our tourism industry is
forced to face a ‘wound that needs to be healed’ here
at home.

Don Kraus, Asheville

Why Mission Hospital counts for seniors

Now that Mission Hospital is no longer accepting
BCBS, I have received reassuring correspondences
from BCBS that there are alternatives to Mission
Hospital that my clients can use for health care ser-
vices plus reassurances that for emergency care the
nearest hospital, even Mission Hospital, is covered.

As comforting as that may sound, nodding one’s
head and smiling may not be enough. In many cases,
the over 65 HMO Medicare Advantage Plan with Pre-
scription Drug (MAPD) may have serious drawbacks
of enormous magnitude if in fact you do need Mission
Hospital for chronic and continuous care.

The time to switch during annual open enrollment
is through Dec. 7 for a Jan. 1 start. Know your options
before the window closes.

For expert and free Medicare Advantage Plan
advice on plans that Mission Hospital does accept,
please feel free to contact Asheville Senior Benefits
at 828-808-2584 or ashevilleseniorbenefits.com.

John Daly, Asheville

Crisis in county leadership

Regardless of the outcome of the FBI investigation
into the former Buncombe county manager and oth-
ers, serious questions and actions remain. 

Actions by the Buncombe County chair to address
the sense of corruption are too late. Authority may be
delegated to another, but responsibility for those ac-
tions remain with the county chair and other commis-
sioners responsible for the budget and hiring proce-
dures. As good stewards of our resources they have
failed and should take responsibility for their inaction
or blind eye to corruption. The correct action now
would be to resign and allow a new slate of leadership
to act correctly. Failing this - a recall election may be
necessary.

Charles Kuzell, Candler

Context in literature changes meaning

In Tuesday’s Letters to the Editor, Mike Sawyer, a
substitute teacher, asks why “To Kill a Mockingbird” is
still taught in public schools. He references the use of
the “N” word throughout the novel but seems to miss
the point that the book is one which confronts racism.

As a retired teacher who has taught the novel
many times, I understand why it would be disturbing
to come into a class and find that word in a text with-
out knowing the background that a teacher has most
likely used to prepare students for reading the story.
The book is a coming-of-age novel in which the main
character, Scout, learns about racism while watching
her father defend a black man accused of rape. When
Scout innocently uses the “N” word, her father ad-
monishes her, telling her not to use the word because
it is “common,” meaning vulgar or coarse.

The novel instructs about the harsh reality of life
in the South, including the use of the “N” word, but
does so in a way that the reader is left with a greater
understanding of the decent people who fought
against racism during a difficult time in our country’s
history. That is why it is still an important book for
today’s students.

Martha Perry Tallent, Asheville

AC-T provides invaluable service

Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, move over and
make room for Jennifer Bowman and John Boyle!
Congratulations on an excellent piece of investigative
journalism by Bowman, and John Boyle’s follow up
piece, for putting into words the outrage that thou-
sands of Buncombe County residents are feeling.
Bernstein and Woodward may have been dealing at a
national level, but anyone who understands politics
knows that what happens at the state and local levels
has a much more direct impact on our day-to-day
lives. Just consider, for example, the fact that Bun-
combe County always reevaluates property values
regularly at the four-year minimum and higher taxes
are the most likely outcome.

Jennifer Bowman’s article highlights the reason
citizens of the country are disenchanted with their
elected representatives at all levels of government.
The election of President Trump is an example of the
frustration of the electorate in their effort to bring
about change in the pocket-lining, business as usual
arrogance of too many government officials. The
whole concept of “bonuses” for people elected by the
constituents, or hired by those elected, is antithetical
to the concept of “service.” 

If it were not for our journalists acting as watch-
dogs over the deceptive misadventures of members of
government, our “lawmakers” and “officials” would

soon run roughshod over those who elected them. The
expose of Buncombe County’s abuse by those put in
positions of trust is the epitome of what true, tradi-
tional journalism in the free press was established to
accomplish. The truth shall set you free! And ensure
that you stay that way! Good job, AC-T!

Peter Hartwick, Asheville 

Trumpcare won’t save us

Under Trumpcare, my health insurance premiums
for next year have just quadrupled. This was not Oba-
macare, this was private insurance my husband and I
bought for ourselves, with our own retirement sav-
ings, and we are both healthy.

But we can expect no help from Rep. Mark Mead-
ows. He has been bought and paid for by “Freedom
Partners.” All this “Freedom” bunch truly cares about
is tax cuts for the wealthy. Check it out: their annual
dues are $100,000 to join, but Freedom Partners have
bamboozled many middle class voters into supporting
them with slick patriotic TV ads. In their failed at-
tempts to repeal Obamacare, Meadows and the Free-
dom Bunch were even willing to threaten the stability
of Medicare, something many of his voters depend on. 

Watch out, people! Don’t be fooled. Meadows and
his wealthy funders wouldn’t care a bit if the rest of
us all have to go back to no Medicare and taking care
of our own sick and elderly by ourselves at home.
Think about that.

Mary Kelly, Marshall

Nuclear war a greater threat than ever

My thoughts on the threat of nuclear war: As a
child who experienced nuclear duck and cover drills
at school and had nightmares about nuclear war. As a
Navy air traffic controller who controlled nuclear
armed aircraft and thought I was going to get nuked
by Russia during the ’73 Arab-Israeli war at a forward
operating airfield in Greece when Nixon put the U.S.
military on the highest alert possible next to actual
nuclear war and was forced into treatment for alcohol
abuse because I went nuts. 

As a protester who did one year in federal prison for
protesting nuclear weapons in South Carolina at the
Savannah River nuclear bomb plant, I have been haunt-
ed all my life by the threat of nuclear war destroying
the planet. Now I find myself wondering every time I
start up my computer if I am going to see a nuclear war
headline and expecting to see one every day. Nuclear
weapons have been a terribly bad influence on my
whole life and now I fear them more than ever.

John Penley, West Asheville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We invite Letters to the Editor of 200 words or less written by the submitter for the Citizen-Times.
Please include your name, mailing address, daytime telephone number and email address.
Mail to: Letters, Asheville Citizen-Times, P.O. Box 2090, Asheville, NC 28802-2090.
E-mail: letters@citizen-times.com
For information: Call Casey Blake at 828-232-5841 or email cblake@citizen-times.com.

LETTERS POLICY

Dedicated to the upbuilding of 
Western North Carolina since 1870.

The First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution: Congress shall make no

law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
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