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Opinions
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

DOONESBURY / GARRY TRUDEAU MALLARD FILLMORE / BRUCE TINSLEY

Letters Policy

We invite Letters to the Editor of 200 words or less written
by the submitter for the Citizen-Times. Please include your
name, mailing address, daytime telephone number and
email address.
Mail to: Letters, Asheville Citizen-Times, P.O. Box 2090,
Asheville, NC 28802-2090.
E-mail: letters@citizen-times.com
For information: Call Casey Blake at 828-232-5841 or email
cblake@citizen-times.com.
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Wisler a strong, effective leader 

I support re-electing Vice Mayor Gwen Wisler to
City Council because she consistently and creatively
fights for our environment, and the safety and health
of our city. Her record includes votes to support clos-
ing the coal power plant in South Asheville, to in-
crease our city’s annual carbon reduction goal, to pro-
tect our rivers and streams, and to increase funding
for diverse and active transportation.

One of the ways Gwen has been fighting for the en-
vironment is by divesting from banks that fund the XL
Pipeline and other fossil fuel projects. When the pub-
lic called for the city to divest from those banks, Gwen
took the lead in finding alternatives on the city’s Fi-
nance Committee. She listened to the people and now
the city is reviewing options for how to be environ-
mentally conscious stewards of taxpayer dollars.

We need proven, effective leadership on the envi-
ronment now more than ever. I will vote to support
Gwen Wisler’s good record of leadership and because
I believe that we can count on Gwen to do even more
good for the environment on City Council.
Sarah Marcinko, Asheville

Opioid epidemic requires choice in treatments

Savannah Lackey’s column in the Citizen-Times
(“The choice is yours: physical therapy vs. prescrip-
tion opioids”) correctly notes that effective pain man-
agement relies on the patient-physician relationship.

But effective pain management does not have to be
an either-or choice of treatments. The American
Medical Association, in its efforts to combat the
opioid epidemic, supports efforts to ensure patient-
centered, multimodal care. 

To reverse the epidemic, patients need 1) access to
comprehensive treatment for substance use disor-
ders and; 2) access to comprehensive pain care, in-
cluding non-opioid treatments like physical therapy. 

When seeking to prescribe non-opioid care –
whether physical therapy or other treatments – pa-
tients often encounter health insurers that require
cost-prohibitive co-pays. Our patients also face em-
ployer coverage plans that don’t provide the needed
time away from work. It’s troubling to us that it might
cost a patient $100 or more for physical therapy when
a 30-day opioid prescription costs less than $10.

The AMA urges all stakeholders to work with us to
ensure patients have access to the treatment plan
that will best meet their needs rather than the treat-
ment that costs their insurance plan the least. That
would be a vital step toward ending the epidemic. 
Patrice A. Harris, MD, chair of AMA Opioid Task Force

Lee brings dedication, fiscal smarts to race 

I have known Rich Lee for years as a dedicated vol-
unteer and activist for our West Asheville neighbor-
hood. He has a deep commitment to studying the is-
sues and getting timely information to the public. He
has already helped the city make many better deci-
sions over the years, and I know he will continue to do

so as a member of our city council.
This year’s municipal elections are crucial to pre-

serving and being good stewards of all we love about
our city. Asheville, along with other municipalities
around the state and country face tremendous chal-
lenges from without and within, not the least of which
is meddlesome public policy from state legislatures.

As a financial planner, Rich will guide the city
through tough fiscal choices to come, yet his back-
ground in grassroots organizing keeps his focus firmly
on Asheville’s people. When he says the best deci-
sions are made by informed and empowered people
working together, you can believe him. I believe Rich
Lee will work for all of us. Join me in voting for him.
Susan C. Fisher, Asheville

Breaking Cat debate roars on

In response to the writer who disparaged the qual-
ity and content of my favorite new comic strip Break-
ing Cat News, let me say – I agree with you … a little. 

I too struggle with reading the type style, and the
frames can be a bit compressed sometimes. (Helpful
hint – use the A+ button at the top of the online tab to
enlarge the strip – works on my PC). However, I make
this accommodation daily because I love it! 

Do you have to be a cat lover to understand the hu-
mor? Yes. There are more cats than dogs in U.S.
homes, so plenty of us cat lovers get it. Inane? Hardly.
My cats do these same things all the time (minus the
reporter mics) - it’s actually very insightful into their
possible, albeit exaggerated, motives. If you don’t “get
it” read something else. There’s plenty of other animal
strips to occupy your time – Sherman’s Lagoon, Gar-
field, Mother Goose, Peanuts, etc.

But to call it the worst comic you’ve ever seen?
Really? That’s a pretty low bar when you’ve got drivel
like Mallard Fillmore around. I for one think it’s the
funniest thing I see most days, besides the antics of
my own cats. Breaking Cat News rules!
Ken Blank, Asheville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Just when you thought North Carolina had
moved on from debating bathrooms, House Bill 2 is
back in the headlines thanks to a surprise move by
Gov. Roy Cooper. 

Cooper wants to resolve a lawsuit brought by the
ACLU and LGBT groups that challenges the HB2 re-
placement law that Cooper signed in March. The re-
placement law — the result of a compromise be-
tween Cooper and legislative leaders — repeals the
requirement that people visiting government facil-
ities must use the bathroom that matches the gen-
der on their birth certificate. Until 2020, it bans local
governments from passing nondiscrimination ordi-
nances similar to the one in Charlotte that sparked
the whole controversy. 

The new law creates a sort of “don’t ask, don’t
tell” system for bathrooms — nothing explicitly pre-
vents transgender people from using the bathroom
that matches their gender identity, but nothing in
state law tells them they can. The ACLU says that’s
discriminatory, but it’s willing to drop the lawsuit if
a judge signs off on a deal the plaintiffs reached with
the Cooper administration.

That deal would make it clear that “transgender
people are not prevented from the use of public fa-
cilities in accordance with their gender identity” —
but only in bathroom facilities controlled by state
agencies controlled by the governor’s administra-
tion. So you’d have a transgender-friendly bath-
room policy in state museums and highway rest
stops. But there would be no policy, for example, at
the State Fairgrounds controlled by Agriculture
Commissioner Steve Troxler. 

It’s far from an ideal solution for the LGBT advo-
cacy groups that want to see these bathroom pol-
icies everywhere. And Cooper’s proposed deal has
angered legislative Republicans, who are also par-
ties to the lawsuit and don’t support the compro-
mise. They’ve accused the governor of breaking the
deal reached in March, and it’s hard to see how
Cooper’s proposed policy wouldn’t violate the law
he signed. That law is clear that only the state legis-
lature can set bathroom access policies for govern-
ment facilities, not individual agencies.

So why’s Cooper doing this? “For too many rea-
sons, it is not in our state’s best interest to remain in
drawn-out court battles that still linger because of
HB2,” he said in a recent news release. 

I can’t help but think timing is an issue too. The
last thing Cooper wants is to have the bathroom is-
sue litigated in open court next year as he tries to
rally Democrats to the polls to break Republicans’
veto-proof majority in the legislature. Cooper’s HB2
compromise bitterly divided Democrats, many of
whom thought he was caving in to discrimination.
That anger toward Cooper appears to have died
down, but it could easily flare up again at a crucial
time for Democratic Party unity.

Still, Cooper’s taking a gamble here. The GOP-
controlled legislature could easily return to Raleigh
and reinstate House Bill 2 in its original form. That
would put North Carolina back in the center of the
culture wars, and boycotts and other economic
damage would crank up again. The governor ap-
pears to be betting that the legislature isn’t eager to
fight that battle again — despite their stated con-
cerns that transgender-friendly bathroom policies
could open the door to sexual predators.

So far, Republicans aren’t talking about legisla-
tive retaliation, and instead they’re asking the fed-
eral court to reject Cooper’s proposed settlement.
Their latest legal filing argues that the court lacks
the authority to OK the settlement and that the deal
“violates North Carolina law, and that it exceeds the
authority of the Executive Branch Defendants.”

The GOP hasn’t said much about the executive
order Cooper signed on the same day as the settle-
ment was announced. That order bans hiring dis-
crimination in his administration on the basis of
sexual orientation and gender identity — and the
policy will extend to private companies that con-
tract with the state. Will legislators let that policy
stand, or will we see more battles over LGBT rights?
With an election on the horizon, it’s anybody’s
guess.

Colin Campbell is editor of the Insider State Gov-
ernment News Service. Follow him at NCInsider.com
or @RaleighReporter. Write to him at ccamp-
bell@ncinsider.com.

Colin Campbell
State Columnist

Bathroom brawl
is back again
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