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It’s time to abolish
nuclear weapons

As the leaders of North Korea and the
United States ratchet up tension, it be-
comes clear that we must support the
global effort to ban nuclear weapons.
It’s a display of patriotic love expressing
a longing for peace and justice on our
planet.

“Patriotism is supporting your coun-
try all the time, and your government
when it deserves it.” (Mark Twain.) Usu-
ally, demonstrating for peace is consid-
ered political, but for many protesters it
is a spiritual or religious calling. I lived
my adult life under the Cold War threat
of mutually assured destruction. But
even then, continued diplomacy did of-
fer some hope that this would be re-
versed. Today, that has all but disap-
peared under our present Republican
administration. Why?

Recently, 122 countries adopted a
United Nations treaty on the “prohibi-
tion of nuclear weapons.” Sixty-nine na-
tions refused to vote; including the Unit-
ed States, all nuclear countries, and
NATO.

Since 1994, a bill has been introduced
into the House of Representatives: “The
nuclear Weapons Abolition and Energy
Conversion Act.” Call or write your rep-
resentative to support this year’s bill: 

HR 3853. It’s our democratic-patriot-
ic duty.

“The best lack all conviction while
the worse are full of passionate intensi-
ty.’ (Yeats)
Ed Sacco, Asheville

Health impact of climate change

I just read an article in the Oct. 31 edi-
tion of the New York Times that was
very disturbing. It discussed the results
of a study by the prestigious medical
journal, The Lancet, which looked at the
impacts of climate change on health and
concluded that “climate change is al-
ready affecting human health in serious
ways, with harms far worse than previ-
ously understood”. Some of the effects
include reduced productivity due to
heat stress and other conditions, heat
waves affecting older adults and chil-
dren under 12, increased transmission
of deadly infectious diseases, among
many others. 

Most of the attention given to climate
change relates to stronger storms,
droughts, coastal flooding and wildfires,
all of which are visible and real. It is
clear that there are other urgent con-
cerns that must be considered and
which may have a much broader impact.
It is time for the medical community to
speak up and communicate their con-
cerns to our members of Congress. It is
also time for Representatives Meadows
and McHenry and Senators Burr and
Tillis to show leadership and help pass
legislation to reverse climate change so
that we can avoid any more significant
negative impacts.
Dan Glidden, Asheville

On humanity and normalcy 

It’s time to recognize that all normal
humans are racist and never altruistic,
which means to hate racism, you must
hate humanity, or at least normalcy. Is-
lam, however, is not a race.
Alan Ditmore, Leicester

More to the breast cancer story

About three years ago, a presenter at
the national breast cancer conference in
San Antonio was asked if breast cancer
is linked to toxic substances. She ada-
mantly replied, “There are no links to
toxins.” 

It is clear from the article in Tues-
day’s Living section that the medical
community and the American Cancer
Society remain stagnated in fostering
this position. I find this very misleading
and irresponsible with potentially
deadly consequences for readers. 

I beg readers to educate themselves
regarding basic facts about breast (and
other) cancer causes. Begin here:
www.bcaction.org/our-take-on-breast-
cancer/environment/. Second, do an In-
ternet search for “environmental toxins
and breast cancer.” You will discover
that a great deal has been known about
these links for many years. And, you will
have to wonder why much of medicine
continues to ignore these facts. Third,
for specific suggestions about how you
can protect yourself from deadly toxins,
please contact me for further informa-
tion which is applicable to potentially
preventing cancer and to augmenting
medical cancer treatments at
healthtransitions@gmail.com.
Michael Johnson, Asheville

The prodigal son of white America 

An article in the online news the oth-
er day suggested that a simple majority
of white Americans believe there is ra-
cial prejudice against them, though less
than 20 percent said that they had ex-
perienced it personally. 

It is part of an ongoing narrative.
Candidate Trump’s assertion that he
could be witnessed shooting someone
in New York and not be prosecuted is
hyperbole mixed with a discomforting

ring of truth. No false accusation, no mi-
sogynistic recording, no lack of empa-
thy for others and no denial of what is
demonstrably true seems to dent Presi-
dent Trump’s popularity with his base.
The congressional election interference
investigations are fracturing. All but
three of hundreds of congressional Re-
publicans have been quiet as mice re-
garding this man’s methods. The Jus-
tice Department is headed by a Trump
marionette of incomprehensibly poor
short-term memory. High-level posts
are run by people whose professional
lives were antithetical to their new posi-
tions: State, Interior, Energy, Education,
the EPA, HHS, to name a few. 

Evangelicals, for the most part, sup-
port a man with what may be kindly de-
scribed as inconsistent Christian values
in his actions. And the base stands firm.
Whatever this president does, he re-
mains the prodigal son of white Amer-
ica.
Bill McGuire, Hendersonville

Don’t believe everything you read 

Reading the appalling headlines
about the Mueller investigation and
thinking of all the people that were
suckered into one of the biggest scams
this country has ever known reminds
me of the Meredith Wilson musical
“Music Man” from the 1960s. 

Harold Hill, posing as a boys’ band
organizer and leader, sells band instru-
ments and uniforms to naïve Iowa
townsfolk. He’s no musician, so as soon
as he gets the money he skips town. The
U.S. elected a Harold Hill as president,
but he may not be able to skip town be-
fore his world of false words and propa-
ganda come tumbling down. 

With the revelation of how a foreign
government easily influenced the out-
come of the 2016 presidential election
through simple propaganda also re-

minds me of the quote my grammar
school teachers used: “Don’t believe
anything you hear [or read] and only
half of what you see.” (Oxford Diction-
ary of Phrase and Fable.)
S. Philip Burton, Weaverville

Taxpayers want
their bonuses back 

With little oversight from our Bun-
combe County commissioners, Wanda
Greene raised our taxes this fiscal year. I
believe our county taxes have gone up
so much, in part, to pay for Greene and
her cronies’ illegal raises and bonuses.

I want the commissioners to tell us
what percentage of our tax bills we
should hold back that would pay for this
criminal activity!
Fred Banzer, Ashveille
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Traditionally this board offers en-
dorsements in the form of a simple to-
do list for voters, selecting the top can-
didates we feel would best represent the
most people in their communities. But
this year hasn’t been a traditional race
for council, and we’re faced with a good
problem to have: there aren’t just three
we can get behind. 

All six candidates have a strong track
record of fighting for Asheville from dif-
ferent corners, with little daylight be-
tween many of them on some of the
city’s most pressing issues. With that in
mind, our board offers the following in-
sights based on our observations and
interviews with candidates over this
campaign season. 

Vijay Kapoor would be a strong voice
on the budget, and has more than put in
his time to build community relation-
ships. He points to this experience ad-
vising municipalities on financial mat-
ters and advocates five-year budget
projections for the city. 

He came to prominence amid pro-
tests over development projects that
impacted South Asheville, where he
lives, and to his credit, he opposed a dis-
tricted elections push that would have
benefited him (an assist he obviously

didn’t need based on last month’s pri-
mary results). Asheville would be lucky
to have him on council. 

Sheneika Smith stresses social and
racial justice, citing her own life experi-
ence in and out of Asheville. She has
been a fierce opponent of gentrification,
and has built strong relationships with-
in a community that hasn’t been well-
represented on council in the past. 

Smith was weaker on policy specifics
in our discussions, but a fresh voice is
sometimes the perfect barrier between
paper and rubber stamp. Smith would
be a refreshing voice on council and one
we would support, though she may face
the sharpest learning curve of the can-
didates in this field. 

Gwen Wisler exudes an air of quiet
competence, not surprising considering
her background as CEO of major corpo-
rations. She is not, however, an apolo-
gist for big business. As a council mem-
ber she has voted against hotels and in
favor of tighter development rules,
which certainly aligns with a majority of
our readers’ hopes for their city.

She has been in office for four years,
the last two as vice mayor. She chairs
three of the six committees that study
issues on their way to the council. Wis-

ler has earned another term, and not
simply because she already has the
seat.

Dee Williams is a perennial candi-
date who stresses racial justice and
fighting gentrification. Williams has no
doubt been a force of good in our com-
munity with a sharp mind and a willing-
ness to roll up her sleeves. The only can-
didate who has registered with every
party imaginable, her supporters ad-
mire her for being beholden only to the
issues, and not to any political force. 

However, Williams’ tendency to fo-
cus more on lauding her own accom-
plishments and offering sometimes
convoluted criticisms of past leader-
ship, rather than offering ideas or solu-
tions for the future, has made it difficult
to glean what solutions she offers exact-
ly. We hope if Williams is elected, she
will shift her focus toward our shared
future and away from oppositional rhet-
oric.

Rich Lee knows from personal expe-
rience the affordable-housing problem
in Asheville, and that issue is central to
his second run for council. Lee has con-
sistently offered specific, practical solu-
tions to problems he has obviously
studied well.

Long before campaign season, Lee
appeared on our pages as someone who
always shows up for his neighbors, and
he has certainly served his time on te-
dious committees and public meetings.
We have no doubt his reputation as a
policy wonk and a neighborhood advo-
cate would serve him well on council.

Kim Roney, a member of the city’s
transportation commission, impressed
our board by not only talking the talk on
affordability issues but walking the
walk (in her case, literally - she and her
husband gave up their car in 2008, do-
nating it to charity). She favors a fare-
free transit system, and has offered fea-
sible, well researched ideas as to how
that might actually be accomplished. 

Roney would be a fresh voice on
council as an independent and a politi-
cal novice, though she has made clear in
every forum that she’s done her home-
work on policy ideas. As someone actu-
ally living the gig economy life that
Asheville’s younger population is in-
creasingly based on, her voice would be
an invaluable one on council. 

For the Asheville mayoral race, our
board endorses Esther Manheimer.
who has been a strong leader in Ashe-
ville.
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Asheville slate includes strong, diverse voices 


