
Asheville Citizen-Times - 11/06/2017 Page : A09

© Asheville Citizen-Times
November 7, 2017 5:19 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

www.citizen-times.com ❚ MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017 ❚ 9A

Opinions
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Letters Policy

We invite Letters to the Editor of 200 words or less written
by the submitter for the Citizen-Times. Please include
your name, mailing address, daytime telephone number
and email address.
Mail to: Letters, Asheville Citizen-Times, P.O. Box 2090,
Asheville, NC 28802-2090.
E-mail: letters@citizen-times.com
For information: Call Casey Blake at 828-232-5841 or
email cblake@citizen-times.com.
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Roney brings dedication, authenticity to race 

With Nov. 7 approaching, here’s why we should
consider Kim Roney for City Council.

1) Climate change is a massive issue and we need to
be a lot more serious about it. Ms. Roney has commit-
ted to travel by transit or human-powered means,
aligning her values with her life. She is taking climate
change seriously in spite of the fact that it is not easy,
convenient or even appreciated by most. Her perspec-
tive on this issue will focus Council on matters related
to climate and energy.

2) It is important to have a Council that reflects the
diversity of the city. As a service worker for a local
business, Ms. Roney represents a significant popula-
tion of Asheville that is not currently represented on
Council. We have enough law degrees on Council, let’s
give it balance.

3) As a piano teacher, Ms. Roney brings a flexible
mind to a field that is as much art as it is anything
else. And her time spent on the City’s transit com-
mittee, multimodal transportation commission,
and attending council meetings for years is proof
that her patience for and commitment to commu-
nity is as serious and deep as it is for her love of
music.
Vaidila Satvika, Asheville

Kapoor will listen and fight

Having lived in Asheville for 25 years, we have
watched our city’s amazing changes in growth and
development. With that, we realize the critical
need for sound leadership to insure the city’s fi-
nancial stability. While various abilities are need-
ed, it is of utmost importance that our City Council
be made up of some members with understanding,
training, and successful experience in budgeting
for long-term stability.

To us, it appears that Vijay has the necessary
qualities as well as a demonstrated ability to listen,
to understand and then effectively address the con-
cerns of Asheville citizens. We hope that you will
also recognize these abilities and vote with us on
Nov. 7 for Vijay Kapoor.
Peggy and Richard Manz, Asheville

Life is about showing up - to vote, too

A salute to the 16 percent of Asheville voters who
participated in the Oct. 10 City Council primary elec-
tion. That’s right, out of 69,591 registered voters in
Asheville, 11,540 showed up and voted. To the other
84 percent, next time you’re annoyed about traffic
delays or growth and development or property taxes,
remember that voting is the way you affect who leads
on these issues. 

Six fine candidates advanced to November’s gen-
eral election. This devoted voter will be supporting
Vijay Kapoor, Gwen Wisler and Sheneika Smith.
Each brings valuable experience and a can-do posi-
tive attitude so important to the many challenges
facing our growing community. The next step is
yours. I hope to see you at the polls.
Chris Pelly, Asheville

Williams should be one of your three 

Dee Williams is an amazing candidate. Active
for years on a variety of issues promoting devel-
opment of stronger communities in Asheville,
Dee’s current enthusiasm for affordable housing,
job training, higher wages in existing jobs, and
bringing more varied better paying jobs to Ashe-
ville will enhance our city.

Asheville has diversity of housing, people, quaint
shops, galleries, music and restaurants. The working
artist studios and mountain views bring many visi-
tors. Some of these draws, unfortunately, now seem
threatened by the glut of hotels and decrease in afford-
able housing.

We are at a point where change directed toward main-
taining Asheville’s quirkiness, character, individuality is
still possible and we have the opportunity to decide all
people are important and part of this character.

I am particularly interested in the development of
land trusts to address lower income housing stabil-
ity in Asheville. What City Council is looking at now
does not look affordable to those in need. Artists are
also moving out of Asheville. Therefore, we can
choose in this election to support all or the few, Ash-
evillians or visitors.

I believe Dee Williams has a good handle on these
issues and will lead us appropriately. Vote Dee for one
of your three!
Sarah Skinner, Asheville

Wisler deserves another term 

I have had the pleasure of serving on Asheville City

Council with Gwen for the last two years. Gwen is
smart, she works hard, she is insightful and per-
ceptive, she asks challenging questions, and noth-
ing gets by her. She is both our budget hawk and
worker bee, chairing three of our six council com-
mittees, working through difficult issues every
day. She is a true public servant, seeking only
what’s best for the city rather than the spotlight or
public accolades.

Here’s another reason to support Gwen. There
will be at least two new council members after this
election. Counting the three elected in 2015, at
least five of the seven of us will have been on coun-
cil two years or less. To help ensure continuity and
a steady hand, we need Gwen’s leadership. Simply
put, we will be stronger and more effective and we
will get more done for voters if Gwen returns to
council.

This job takes courage, grace, strength of character
and conviction, intelligence, patience, kindness and
compassion. Gwen has those characteristics in
spades, and she’s put them to work for you over the
last four years. Please vote for Gwen and return her for
another four.
Julie Mayfield, Asheville

Smith, Roney will fight for everyone to thrive 

This is an enthusiastic letter of support for She-
neika Smith and Kim Roney for Asheville City
Council. Over the years, these intelligent, vision-
ary, compassionate candidates have actively
worked to help create the kind of city I want to live
in. Examples include Sheneika’s transformative
events through her organization Date My City and
Kim’s substantial successes as a leader at Ashe-
ville FM community radio.

As Asheville faces extreme gentrification and
dramatic racial disparities, we need leaders like
Sheneika and Kim who can effectively challenge
the status quo in how we address issues of afforda-
bility and equity. It is significant that Kim works in
the service industry and that Sheneika is a single
mother who works for one of Asheville’s few black-
led nonprofits. These lived experiences enhance
their abilities to develop new solutions to long-
standing problems.

With platforms that are closely aligned, She-
neika and Kim have worked collaboratively dur-
ing the campaign. In addition to this heartening
demonstration of cooperation, both candidates
embody an ethos of collective leadership, bring-
ing many more voices to the table than just their
own.

Sheneika Smith and Kim Roney will fight for an
Asheville where more people can thrive. 
Ami Worthen, Asheville

Why we need Lee on Council

I supported Rich Lee the first time he ran and I am
supporting him again this election. The reasons? I was
impressed with his knowledge and understanding of
how our city is run. 

When a group of citizens collected 5,000 signa-
tures a few years ago to petition City Council not to
sell the city-owned space in front of the Basilica but
instead to create a green space, Rich Lee wrote a pas-
sionate open letter to say why he understood that

sometimes “popular support is a good enough reason
for the city to consider it seriously.”

Rich has pushed to expand our greenway system
into North Asheville and East Asheville through his
work on the Asheville Greenway Committee. New con-
nections that “let people better enjoy the natural ad-
vantages of this beautiful area and protects people
from our ever-increasing traffic and the inconve-
niences of an ever-busier city.”

We need a smart candidate who sees that as
Asheville keeps developing, that it is important to
keep our eye, not just on the financial well-being of
it’s citizens, but on the well-being that creating
greens and parks can bring.

Please vote Nov. 7 for Rich Lee!
Valerie Hoh, Asheville

Wisler is the strong leader we need

I had the privilege of working for Gwen Wisler
when she was the CEO of The Coleman Co. She also
had a hand in convincing my wife and I to retire to
beautiful Asheville. During the time we worked to-
gether, I observed Gwen’s many strengths. First
and foremost, she is an excellent leader. She is also
very strong from a financial perspective and thinks
strategically, both very important strengths in a
council person.

She works well with people and is good at devel-
oping consensus, even on difficult issues. Based on
our discussions with her prior to moving to Ashe-
ville, she clearly cares a lot about this community
and wants to see it continue to be successful. I be-
lieve she has made, and will continue to make, a
significant contribution to making Asheville a
great place to live and I ask that you vote for her in
this election. We need people like Gwen on our City
Council.
Dan Glidden, Asheville
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